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You will notice from Rick Ford’s article Major Milestones in the Development of Sigma 
Gamma Epsilon’s Core Traditions (this volume) that the first volume of The Compass was 
issued on 15 May 1920.  As the first issue of The Compass as an electronic journal, this volume 
represents the most recent Sigma Gamma Epsilon milestone, and it is appropriate to thank a 
number of individuals who have been instrumental in making this possible. 
Ms. Jami Wardlow and Mr. Mark Roquet of the Berkeley Electronic Press have 
offered their expertise, helpful suggestions, and cheerful and timely assistance in getting The 
Compass ready for the Digital Commons platform. 
It was Ms. Kathy Parker, Director of the Libraries for the College of Saint Benedict and 
Saint John’s University, who first approached the schools’ administration for the funding to 
become a part of the Berkeley Electronic Press’ Digital Commons as a way to publish and 
archive the institutions’ scholarly works.  As part of ‘the package,’ the College of Saint Benedict 
and Saint John’s University were entitled to host five electronic journals, and The Compass was 
the first journal selected.  Based on Kathy Parker’s recommendation, Dr. Rita Knuesel, Provost 
of the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s, located the funds to support the schools’ 
involvement with Digital Commons.  
Last, but not least, The Compass, as an e-journal, would not have been possible without 
the tireless, and continuing, efforts of Mr. David Wuolu, Collection Development Librarian and 
Institutional Repository Director.  Being a computer Neanderthal, I found the entire process of 
setting up an e-journal mind-boggling, and I left each of our meetings in a slight daze after 
watching his fingers whiz across the computer keyboard.  David has agreed to continue in 
assisting me with the forthcoming issues of The Compass and words really cannot express my 
deep appreciation. 
On behalf of the membership of Sigma Gamma Epsilon, I wish to express my sincere 
thanks for making possible the electronic publication of The Compass: Earth Science Journal of 
Sigma Gamma Epsilon. 
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